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Aims of  a poster presentation 

•  Rapid... Convey you research quickly and clearly 

•  Concise... Express you findings succinctly 

•  Visual... Make it pretty. Use interesting figures, 
and an attractive design. 
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Poster Content 

•  Title – such as conveys research topic, approach and 
results.  

•  Authors and Institutions. 

•  Introduction – state your research question. Be brief. 
State the need for your research, and the relationship 
to other research. 

•  Experimental Procedures – what you did, how you 
did it. 
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Poster Content  

•  Results – this section should have the most content. 
Figures, tables etc 

•  Conclusion – keep it brief. Bullet points? 

•  Further Questions, future work 

•  References 

•  Acknowledgments 

•  Institute logos, if  required (usually, yes) 
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Constraints 

•  Stick to the maximum size the conference allows for 
a poster (generally A0) 

•  Aim for LESS THAN 200 WORDS per poster. 

•  Write so people can understand your work. 

•  Logos often need to be displayed with certain 
constraints – minimum size, minimum distance from 
the edge of  the paper, etc. 
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Text, Figures, Tables  

•  A lot of  leeway is allowed for the textual content of  
a poster. Instead of  complete sentences, you could 
have itemized/bulleted phrases. Or pose Questions.  

•  Use lots of  figures to explain your work rather than 
words. 

•  Include figure captions to explain the figure fully. Let 
the figure + caption be a complete entity conveying 
all the necessary information. 

•  Tables can explain a lot, in a small space.  
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Poster Layout – Single Sheet 

•  Common at 
conferences 

•  Looks Professional 

But 

•  Expensive to print 

•  Difficult to print 
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Poster Layout - Panels 

•  Easy to print and 
transport 

But 

•  Less common at 
conferences 

•  Not as attractive  

12/2/11 RIT AST Graduate Seminar II 8 



Software 

•  Powerpoint 

•  Open Office 

•  LaTeX 

•  CorelDraw 

•  More... 
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What I do... 

•  When I read a poster I: 

•  Read the title (make it large) 

•  Read the authors & institutions (make them large) 

•  Look at the figures, and read the captions (large) 

•  Read the conclusions (itemize) 

•  If  my interest is aroused, I read the introduction, and 
other details 
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At the conference... 

•  Stand near your poster and interact with people who 
are interested in it. 

•  Explain the research more thoroughly. 

•  Ask for their advice/suggestions etc. 

•  Have A4 size color printouts ready as handouts.  
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Assignment 

•  Make a poster on a research area you: 
•  Have recently worked on, or 
•  Are interested in. 

•  Do NOT print it out, just send the pdf  file. 

•  Paper size should not exceed A0 (841x1189 mm) (No 
‘panel’ posters – single sheet only) 

•  NEXT POSTER MEETING (January 6, 2012): 
•  Talk about your poster for about 15 mins, and answer 

questions. 
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Poster examples... 
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More Poster examples... 

12/2/11 RIT AST Graduate Seminar II 14 



More... 
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